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Statistics: The conference was opened at Conference Hall – Hotel Angleterre on the 30th March, and from the beginning we knew that it would generate much interest. There were about 82 applicants with theses from Russia/CIS and abroad to participate in the conference, 70 of whom were invited to attend. Though finally we had expected about 74 participants from Russia and abroad (representing 16 countries, 22 cities) on the first day alone there were over 150 people to hear the presentations of the opening session (see the English version of the Conference program). Over the three days of the conference about 300 people attended, including 3 academicians, 45 PhD’s, 26 scholars and post-graduates from 13 scholarly institutes, 22 universities, 9 religious and 6 other organizations http://srph.ru/photos.htm. Distinguished guests from the city administration, state ministries, church authorities, representatives of the state legislative assembly and mass media correspondents from 15 different newspapers of Russia and abroad heard the presentations, reports at the plenary sessions and 6 roundtables, participated press conference, the exhibition from the archives, film viewing and other conference events http://www.srph.ru/greetings.htm. All speakers were provided with synchronous or word-for-word interpreting, and written paper translations. 

Events: The important parts of the conference were: Memorial Session dedicated to Academician Boris Rauschenbach; Press conference; Exhibition of the Archive Documents; Social Event for150 invited scientists and guests; Cultural Program.
Publications: During the conference there were published the conference poster, programs in both languages, notes with the symbolic of the conference, invitations to the Social Event. Following the conference, we published two volumes of the conference papers in English and Russian under the general title “Science and Faith” in the volumes No 7 (285 pp.) and No 8 (279 pp.). The volumes contain the plenary session and roundtables’ presentations. Also several plenary presentations are published at the SRPh web page http://srph.ru/articles.htm (in Russian). 

Publicizing: In consideration with the latter it was important to publicize the conference in the mass media and the Internet. In this concern there were: 8 articles about the conference in St. Petersburg newspapers; up to the moment 6 citations at the Internet magazines; 3 radio broadcasts before the conference and 3 interviews after the conference on St. Petersburg and Moscow radio; press conference; an exhibition from the archives, showing the role of ideology for science and religion in the Soviet time; several local and international journals citations; ‘next steps’ and potential projects on further publications and textbooks with Members of the Legislative Assembly; promotion of theological education in the curriculum of secondary and higher education with representatives from the Ministry of Education in Moscow; discussion on theological education and science interface with the representatives of the Department of External Relations from the Moscow Patriarchate and from the St. Petersburg Theological Academy and Seminary.

Find some  responses on the conference at:
http://www.stnews.org/articles.php?article_id=468&category=News 

http://srph.ru/responses.htm
http://www.hardnewsmedia.com/may05/reflections.php
http://www.wfsnews.org/current.php?startitem=3
http://www.srph.ru/nirresults.htm    

Visit also  our web page for the St.Petersburg Educational Center for Religion and Science (SPECRS) at   http://www.srph.ru/en/specrs.html
Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya,

Coordinator of the Project
Head of the Conference Organizing Committee

Program Schedule
International Scholarly Conference
SCIENCE, IDEOLOGY and RELIGION

March 30th – April 2nd 2005

St. Petersburg, Russia 

Wednesday, 30 March 
Conference Hall, Hotel Angleterre

16:00 – 17:00 
Opening of the Conference 
Greetings from the Ministry of Science and Education of the Russian Federation, the Moscow Patriarchate, the St. Petersburg Scientific Center of Russian Academy of Sciences, the St. Petersburg Association of Scientists and Scholars, the City Mayor’s Office Committee on Science and Higher Education, the Council of St. Petersburg Universities Rectors, the St. Petersburg Eparchy

17:30 
in Commemoration of Academician Boris Rauschenbach 
Film about Boris Rauschenbach
Presentations
Prof. Dr. Georgy Fursey, Doctor of Physics and Mathematics, Vice-President of Russian Academy of Natural Sciences, Laureate of the State Premium 
Mrs. Irina Shalina, Senior Researcher of the State Russian Museum, Department of the Ancient Russian Art, Icons in the Sacred Space of the Orthodox Church 

Thursday, 31 March 
Conference Hall, Hotel Angleterre
10:00 – 10:30 
Answering Journalists’ Questions
10:30 – 11:30 
Plenary Session and Exhibition of the State Archives: Science and Religion under Soviet Ideology

Plenary Presentations 
Dr. Alexander Sokolov, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Director of the Russian State Historical Archive 
Dr. Michail Shkarovsky, Doctor of Historical Sciences, Senior Researcher of the Central Archive of St. Petersburg 

12:00 – 14:00 
Plenary Presentations
Prof. Dr. Very Rev. Arthur Peacocke – Oxford University, Templeton Prize Winner 2001 – The Future for Theology in a Scientific Age
Prof. Dr. Alexei Chernyakov – Leader, St. Petersburg Educational Center for Religion and Religion – Science and Religion Dialogue in the Focus of Philosophy
Prof. Rev. Andrei Kuraev, Moscow Theological Academy – Theology as a University Discipline
16:15 – 19:00 
Workshop Meetings

Sections for Short Presentations and Discussion: 
1. Science under Ideological and Religious Oppression (Hall: Pavlova 1)
2. Science, Ideology and Religion: Horizons for Mutual Interpretations of Creation and Evolution (Hall: Pavlova 2)
3. Religious and Social Consequences of Political Power and Scientific Advancement (Hall: Yesenin)
Friday, 1 April 
Conference Hall, Hotel Angleterre
10:30 – 13:30 
Workshop Meetings
Sections for Short Presentations and Discussion:

4. World Religions and the Backgrounds for Science and Ideology Interaction (Hall: Pavlova 1)
5. Relevance of the Church Fathers for Post-Modern Science and Society (Hall: Pavlova 2)
6. Secularization of the World and What Politics Can Do About It (Hall: Yesenin)
15:30 – 17:45 
Plenary Presentations
Prof. Isidor Levin, Doctor of Philology, Academician of Vienna Academy of Sciences –Sociology of Religion
Prof. Patrick Heelan S.J., William Gaston Professor of Philosophy, Vice-Rector Georgetown University (USA), Hermeneutics of Physics and Quantum Mechanics – Architectures of the Mind and Ideologies: Religion, Science, and the Global Age
Prof. Miron Amusia, Doctor in Physics and Mathematics, A. F. Ioffe Physical Technical Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences; Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Israel –Freedom, Equality and Brotherhood in the age of world terror
Prof. Rev. Georgy Mitrofanov, Professor of St. Petersburg Theological Academy and Seminary, Member of the Synod Commission for Canonizing Saints of the Russian Orthodox Church – Ideology of Eurasia in the Context of the Russian Religious-Philosophical Tradition

18:00 – 19:00 
an Open Discussion: Consequences and Conclusions 

Leader: Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya, SPECRS Coordinator, Rector, SRPh
SPECRS presentations and other Templeton Programs

Subscription for Science and Theology News

Closing of the conference

International Conference Announcement

“SCIENCE, IDEOLOGY and RELIGION”

The St. Petersburg Educational Center for Science and Religion (SPECRS) together with the St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy (SRPh) and St. Petersburg Association of Scientists and Scholars are organizing an international conference titled “SCIENCE, IDEOLOGY and RELIGION.” The conference is scheduled for March 30th – April 2nd, 2005 in St. Petersburg, Russia.  

The main goal of the conference is to provide a common ground where scholars, scientists, theologians, philosophers and policy makers, can combine their efforts to find a language and a way of addressing problems which would transcend the epistemological specifics of individual branches of research and also attempt to answer some of the most profound questions of human existence. We hope this can contribute to better understanding the present situation between science, ideology and religion and how to improve communication between them. 
It is not new that evaluating a scientific theory can become undertaken on the basis of principles related outside of the scientific worldview. In 20th century Russian history there were many ideological campaigns (in genetics and cybernetics, for example) which were held under the banner of a so-called ‘purity of the scientific outlook’, and which cost the lives of many prominent Russian scientists. There is no doubt that science can be used to legitimate this or that ideology, and has proven to do so throughout history, not only in Russia. Unfortunately, the nature of such a corrosive phenomenon has not yet become a matter of serious scholarly analysis. 
Likewise, the history of religion, which is much longer than the history of modern sciences, has abounded in many examples of ugly 'religious ideologies,' which have resulted in religious wars, the intolerance of fundamentalisms, genocide committed by adherents of different faiths, and cruel cults. 
The history of clashes between the Galilean science and the church tradition has been itself transformed during past decades into an ideologem to testify to the priesthoods' ignorance and obscurantism. Unfortunately, this over-simplistic point of view perpetuates the polemical outlook between science and religion, with Galileo used as an historical signpost of mistrust. This perspective still predominates in many scientific milieus.

Thus, we may conclude that science, ideology and religion can all be used to perpetrate disastrous consequences for human science and for the scientists themselves. The question of an interface between the history of science and the history of religion is even more acute in connection with the reforms of the educational curriculum taking place at present nearly in every civilized country, including major educational reforms in Russia. This is another reason why we feel the three-part theme is so important to be addressed in this setting.  
The organizers of the conference hope to avoid a one-sided ideologically focused, broadcasting (containing large promises) character of discussion about the suggested issues. Only a detailed scholarly analysis, which presupposes a professional command of scientific, theological and religious studies, as well as politological,  humanitarian and philosophical knowledge of the accustomed methods, style and language of academic discussion in these fields, will give the opportunity to lay down a solid basis for productive dialogue between science and religion. In its turn, this conference will help to propose significant recommendations for defining the politics of powerful structures related to this dialogue, to make it fruitful for the cultural and social needs in Russia and for other respective countries.
This conference is considered as timely in view of the various social cataclysms currently taking place around the world, i.e. huge ideological and political shifts and challenges to the contemporary scientific paradigm. We believe that every effort must be made to maintain the momentum of scholarship and interest in the dialogue between science and religion following the first initiatives made by SRPh and SPECRS in recent years. In this regard, we are welcoming colleagues from academic, educational and state institutes, public officials and members of the mass media from all over the world to join us on this occasion.
Roundtable discussions will be dedicated to the following questions:

- How and why is science deformed or reformed under the pressure of political power? 
- What role does ideology play in scientific formation, in the preferences and privileges which science gets in various academic fields? 

- Is there immunity to ideology in either scientific or religious consciousness? 

- What creates opposition between pure truth and ideological instrumentalism in science and religion? 
- What are the similarities and differences in notions about truth in science and religion?

- Is it possible to identify in modern European science something existential or particular that leads it to become ideological or to be transformed into ideological extremism?

- How do changes in political power and scientific advancement affect religion and how are these effects evaluated looking back on the XX century?

- What contributions does religion make to contemporary scientific and political thinking?
- What is the difference between spreading the Christian Gospel (‘Good News’) and striving to evangelization from one side and clerical ideology from the other? 

- Where do the dangers exist for science and Christianity in Russia today and what attempts have been made to preserve them for the purpose of building new ideologies? 

- What is the relevance of the Church Fathers for Post-Modern Science and Society?
- Why are young people today returning to questions about spirituality in great numbers and who will they turn to for answers to questions about meaning, purpose and law-filled directedness in the present age? 

As an additional highlight, the conference will include a visit to an exhibition of the Russian State Archive, which will give participants a glimpse of the tension between science and religion under the Soviet Ideology. There will also be a cultural program in St. Petersburg, especially for foreign guests, with trips to museums, concerts and excursions to other places of interest around the city. 
Applications to the conference will be accepted until January 15th, 2005.
For more information, please contact:
Dr. Natalia Pecherskaya,

SPECRS, St. Petersburg School of Religion and Philosophy,

Universitetskaya emb., 5, room.300

199034 St. Petersburg, Russia

Tel: +7 (812) 326-8603 or Tel/Fax: +7 (812) 103-7279

E-mail: office@srph.spb.ru
http://www.srph.ru/en/sp_events.html
